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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 5256 

E.O. 11662t GOS " 

TAGS: PINT, AF a 

SUB J i AFGMAHCQUPiySlTFEP 6 y 

R£F: A> KABUL 5239 J 8> KABUL 5221 

1. AFTERNOON JULY 18 SITUATION IN KABUL REMAINS AS REPORTED 
REFTEL A. NO NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE OVER RADIO 
AFGHANISTAN ANO MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS THROUGHOUT CITY REMAIN 
AS BEFORE. 

2. DCK MET WITH/ 
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E~" * "^REPORTS Df a */ C/ 

^TRAT WHILE DAUD STILL CONCERNED ABOUT POTENTTAL COUNTERCOUP, 
SINCE COUPS BREED COUPS, HE REMA4NS REASONABLY CONFIDENT HIS 
HOLD ON COUNTRY. HE ADDED DAUD HAPPY WITH RECEPTION HIS 
REGIME HAS RECEIVED IN PROVINCES AND THAT WHILE SOKE SENIOR 
MILITARY OFFICERS' RESISTED HIS TAKE OVER* JUNIOR OFFICERS /) J . f.\ 

HAVE SUPPORTED REGIME AND ARRESTED OISSIOENTS. -/-> / 0_ / 

DAUD BELIEVES DECLARATION AFGHANISTAN AS REPU8LIC HAS ^ '^ 

ATTRACTED "WAVERERS" WHO MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE OPPOSED Jf~ 

HIM AS USURPER KING'S POSITION AND TITLE. /< / O 

3. «._. REPORTED AFGHAN AIR AUTHORITY PRESIDENT J (^ I ' t ~ c 

SULTAIi MAHMUcTgHAZI WAS NOT DETAINED AND HAS NO RESTRICTIONS 
HIS m6v£M£NTS. ARIANA VP SAW GHAZI IN AFTERNOON. (USA ID 
SOURCES REPORT FORMER FQNMIU JALALLAP- AND SEVERAL OTHER 
UNNAMED MEMBERS SHAFTO. GOVERNMENT HAVE BEEN RELEASED AND ALLOWED 
TO GO HOKE). " " /O / ' Q 

P^ — ^7 / \ / -*" / 

H. IN RESPONSE TO' JSAID HE BELIEVED IT (Lj f Li - 

WOULD BE FOUR-F I VE~Ua"YS BEFORE NEW GOVERNMENT FORMED ANO 
ANNOUNCED AN EQUAL NUMBER DAYS BEFORE AIRLINE AND INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE RESTORED IN COUNTRY. yp . q 

S.f ^REPORTED DAUD ANQ.NAIM CLATTER ADVISING -0T / G. ! 

DAUD r HAVE RENOUNCED ROYAL TITLES AND AND HENCEFORTH WISHED 
TO BE CALLED MISTER. IT NOT CLEAR WHETHER THIS WILL MEAN TOTAL 
ABOLISHMENT ALL ROYAL T.ITLES AND PREROGATIVES. 

6. AT LUNCHEON KABUL CONSULAR OFFICERS, EMBOFF REPORTS CORPS 
HAO NO MORE INFORMATION THAN WE ALREAOY KNOW. ALSO, THAT 
CONSULAR CORPS WAS EXPERIENCING NO PARTICULAR PROBLEMS THEIR 
OWN NATIONALS IN COUNTRY. PAK CONSUL REPORTED BUS LOAD PAK 
CITIZENS ARRIVED KABUL LATE LAST NIGHT FROM TQRKHAM. IT 
PROBABLE TXAT BUS GOT THROUGH PAK-AFGHAN BORDER BEFORE WORD 
PASSED TO CLOSE FRONTIER, ALTHOUGH WE CANNOT VERIFY THAT 
FRONTIER IS ABSOLUTELY CLOSED. CONSULAR CORPS OISCUSSED 
POTENTIAL AUTOMOBILE-GASOLINE SHORTAGE KABUL. SOV CONSULAR 
OFFICER REPORTED SOVIET COMOFF HAS GONE TO MA ZAR- 1 -SHARIF TO 
INSURE THAT SUPPLY QASOLU£ FROM USSR REMAINS UNINTERRUPTED. 

7. CHARGE REPORTED THAT NUMBER GERMAN TECHNICIANS FROM 
PAGE 03 KABUL 05?.5$, # 1615*22 ^ 

• * • • o * « • • e • • • « • • 
•e • • * a •*• c •• •« « • t am* •• 



CONFIDENTIAL 



y -*•. 



4 

« CONFIDENTIAL 



PAKTIA PROJECT DROVEJ TO KABUL JULY 17 AND OBSERVED NO RPT NQ 
UNUSUAL MILITARY OR OTHER ACTIVITY ENROUTE. THEY REPORTED 
THAT THERE WAS UNUSUAL AIR OF CALM IN PAKTIA WITH MILITARY 
IN CANTONMENTS. TECHNICIANS ALSO SAID TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION 
BETWEEN PAKTIA, AT LEAST IN GOVERNMENT OFFICES, AND KABUL 
WERE OPERATIONAL. REPRESENTATIVE CAMCIT) OF CATERPILLAR 
TRACTOR REPORTS HE DROVE FROM PUL-I-KHUMRI TO KUNDU2 AND BACK 
TO KABUL JULY 17- IS WITHOUT ANY HINDRANCE. SAME AS GERMAN 
OBSERVERS SAW NC RPT NO MILITARY ACTIVITY UNTIAL ARRIVAL 
KABUL. 

8." CHARLES BENNETT, VICE PRESIDENT ARIANA AIRLINES, REPORTS 
THAT INTERNATIONAL OVERFLIGHTS AGAIN PERMITTED AFTER 
SUSPENSION. HE SAID THAT TWO ARIANA EMPLOYEES ■ TALKED - 
THEIR WAY TO AIRPORT THROUGH- THREE LINES OF AGHAN ARMY 
TROOPS TO BE GREETED AT AIRPORT PROPER BY AFGHAN AIR FORCE 
CAPTAIN IN CHARGE. CAPTAIN REPORTED THAT AIR FORCE IS 
OPERATING INTERNATIONAL AIRWAYS COMMUNICATION SYSTEM. BENNETT 
HAS NO RPT NO CLUE A£ TO WHEN AIR SERVICE WOULD BE RESUMED 
AND SEEKING TO MEET WITH GENERAL RAZAK WHO REPORTEOLY HAS 
TAKEN CHARGE OF AIR FORCE. 

9. THIS WILL BE LASTS SITREP FOR JULY 18 UNLESS UNUSUAL 

DEVELOPMENT WARRANTS OTHERWISE. 

.^CUMANN 
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TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 

SUBJECT: Afghan Coup: SITREP 6 

REF: (A) Kabul 5239; (B) Kabul 5221 

1. Afternoon July 18 situation in Kabul remains as reported 
reftel A. No new announcements have been made over Radio 
Afghanistan and military deployments throughout city remain 
as before. 
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SCEJS.TT: Afghan Coup: SZTTiE? 6' 

^Z?: CA) iabul S229; (B) Kabul 5221 

I. Afternoon July 1*". situation in Kabul reeaias'fcs riport.v.-; 

roftel A. Ho ne* anaouscsjients i>ave been made over Pjdio 

^f^haaistaa and siiiitary deploy-Dents thuougliortit city re^ia,'. 
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6. At luncheon Kabul Consular Officers, [word excised] 
had no more information than we already know. Also, that 
Consular Corps was experiencing no particular problems own 
nationals in country. Pak Consul reported bus load Pak 
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PARTIAL TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



F. Charles Bennett, Vice President Ariana Airlines, reports 
that International overflights again permitted after 
suspension July 17. He said that two Ariana employees 
"talked" their way to airport through three lines of Afghan 
army troops to be greeted at airport proper by Afghan Air 
Force captain in charge- Captain reported [words illeg] 
force in operating international airways communication 
system. Bennett 
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5 ci£4z«jg # err4r7£<£ Eftlbirf Ispte •xi»t*iilgbt fro© ?Grfcfcas. It 
probabl© that baa got through ?ak« Afghan border before ^ord 
$zszq6 to close frostier, although we cannot verify that 
frontier is absolutely closed, Consular Corps discussed 
potential autcsobile-gasoline shortage SabSl, &&v Consular 
Officer reported Soviet CoeOff baa gone to Bizar~i -Sharif to 
insure that 6u?piy gasoline froci TJSSH remains uninterrupted. 
7, F2G Cfcarg6 reported ttat ausber German technicians froc 
Paktia project drove to Sabv?X July 17 aa3 observed no rpt no 
unusual military or other activity enraute. Ttiey reported 
tb..nt tbere was unusual air of cala in Paktia ^itfc military 
in cantcnssnts. Technicians also sraid t^iapfaosic ccsiaiunicatiOD 
between Paktia, at least in government offices, and Kabul 
were operations!. Representative (AaCit) of Caterpillar 
tractor reports he drove fro© Pnl-A-Sbuari to Kar.du7 and baci 
to Xabul July 17-1? without any hindrance, Sase as German 
observers saw no rpt no military activity until arrival 
EaNil. * , ' \\ 

P. Charles Bem»tt f Vice President Ariana Airlines, reports '^ 
tnat Icteroat local orsrfllgJxta agaia p«*a±tt«d alter sua- T? J 
peasica Jeiy%. Se said tfeal tro iriaoa eoployeos "talied'J.A*- 
t&© lr way t© a Upper* throagfc tissue" Usee ©f *Mg&a% aray^.^-". ] 
troops to b$ greeted at airport proper %&Jigfe?a ;4*- r £ 
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TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 

has no rpt no clue as to when his service would be resumed 
and seeking to meet with General Razak who reportedly has 
taken charge of airforce. 

9. This will be last SITRE? for July 18 unless unusual 
development warrants otherwise. 

NEWMANN 
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